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How far the treatment of primary syphilis by subcutaneous
injection of mercury has superseded the older methods in
civil life, I have no knowledge, but I cannot believe that in
military life it is so likely to be beneficial as mercurial inunc-
tion.-I am, etc.,

A. B. R. MYERS,
Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel.

Gloucester Street, S.W., Dec. i2th.

THE SURGICAL OUTFIT OF THE SHIPS OF THE
ROYAL NAVY.

SI&,-It is a great pity that a discussion should be opened
before actual facts are ascertained. To judge from the letters
on the above subject it would almost seem to be a fact that
antiseptics are unknown in the Royal Navy. Far from this
being the case, I should say that very few medical officers
dress their cases other than antiseptically in these days.
The following dressings are amongst those supplied by the

Admiralty to every ship for use in the sick bay: Sal alembroth
wool, carbolised gauze, and Lister's green protective. The
following solutions are used: Carbolic acid, boracic acid, and
corrosive sublimate. Though special sterilisers are not sup-
plied, yet instruments can be rendered thoroughly aseptic by
immersion in iin 20 carbolic acid solution. I have never had
the slightest difficulty, even in the hottest parts of the world,
in keeping even extensive surgical injuries perfectly aseptic
with the above limited material (in kind, not quantity) at my
disposal.
I do not in the least wish to infer that no improvements

are needed, but I must protest against any idea that our blue-
jackets are not receiving the best surgical treatment that
they are entitled to. As long as strict antisepticism is car-
ried out on board our men-of-war, it is a comparatively
secondary matter as to how and with what materials it is
carried out. Even the dry method of rendering dressings
aseptic by means of a steriliser has its opponents amongst
the best surgeons of the day; and certainly the method that
is still in use on board ship is the same method which gave
such brilliant results in the hands of Lister himself, when I
had the honour to be one of his dressers.-I am, etc.,
December 2th. STAFF SURGEON, R.N.

CRIMINAL ABORTION.
SIR,-Mr. J. Rutherford Hill in his letter on this subject,

published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 26th,
p. i655, appears rather to miss the point. Of course Whit-
marsh was guilty of " murder" in the technical legal sense,
and no one could doubt that Mr. Justice Bigham correctly
stated the law when he told the jury that Whitmarsh was
guilty of murder if he had done what he was accused of doing.
But it was murder of a kind which requires a qualifying ad-
jective to differentiate it from plain murder as understood by
the non-legal mind; it was of the kind called " constructive,"
in which the element of " malice " necessary to make it
murder consisted, not in any malicious feeling towards the
deceased, but in a depraved state of mind evidenced by the
intentto commit a felony, it matters not what felony. In my
view Whitmarsh was guilty of two distinct felonies: (i) The
felonious procuring of abortion; (2) gross carelessness and
negligence in the treatment of a patient by reason of which
the patient died; a crime amounting to manslaughter if the
carelessness was gross enough in the opinion of the jury. I
am quite aware that the law regards the combination of these
two offences as something quite different in kind from the
sum of the two, but this is illogical.
When Mr. Hill says that criminal abortion is " the unlawful

and intentional killing of a living child in utero, and does not
seem to differ much morally from the unlawful and inten-
tional killing of a child ex utero," he must be prepared to
maintain that the embryo is " a living child " from the first
moment of conception. That is a doctrine which I do not
propose to argue at present, but it is certainly not the doctrine
of the English law. So emphatically is this not the law of
England that as has often been pointed out the deliberate
malicious killing of a full time child which is in course of
being born naturally is not an offence cognisable at all by the
law of England. It is not murder nor manslaughter, or indeed
any kind of homicide, for the reason that the child has not a

separate existence at the moment of death. Nor is it procuring
abortion for obvious reasons. It is in fact no crime at all.
This is a curious anomaly arising from the fact that the law
does not regard the fcetus so long as it remains in utero as con,
stituting a living child.-I am, etc.,
November 2gth. LEX.

THE CASE OF THE LATE MR. H. K. HUNTER L S.A.
SIR,-In the last number of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAIL

Mr. Victor Horsley reports on the prosecution of Mr. H. K.
Hunter for calling himself a " physician." It is difficult for
me to imagine why any registered practitioner may not call
himself "physician" as weIl as " surgeon." Is a gentleman
who holds the L.S.A. only entitled to the appellation of
"apothecary? "
As one whoknew the late Mr. Hunter to be a straightforward

man of nervous temperament, and to have a weak heart, I
believe that the prosecution-one might almost call it perse-.
cution-hastened his death. Perhaps the instigators of that,
prosecution may therefore feel some regret for their action.
It appears very strange that Mr. Hunter should be " prose-.
cuted on a charge which had never been discussed by the.
Council and had never been authorised by the Council."

It seems to me that it would have been well if some of the.
apparently misdirected energy spent in this prosecution, and
in resisting the appeal against its result, had been directed;
to better objects, and that "red-tapeism" should not be.
allowed to hinder investigation and discussion of " unautho-
rised " action taken in an important case like this one.
Thanking you in anticipation of your insertion of this,

letter, I am, etc.,
Birmingham, Dec. I3th. W. J. MCCARDIE.

COCAINE IN RIGID OS.
SIR,-I would take this opportunity of adding my testi-.

mony to the value of cocaine in cases of rigid os uteri, as,
rocommended by Dr. Farrar.

I have just had a case of very rigid os in a primipara
(European), debilitated by frequent attacks of malarial fever,
and in whom, also, the labour pains were in consequence ex-
tremely feeble. I freely applied a Io per cent. solution of
cocaine hydrochlorate on a small piece of cotton wool, which,
was left in situ just within the lips of the os. On re-examina-
tion within ten minutes I found the previously rigid os fully
dilated, so that I was enabled to;apply the forceps,,with ease.
and deliver the child.
Up till now I have been in the habit of giving chloral

hydrate to help to dilate the os, but I consider cocaine leaves
nothing to be desired in this direction. There were abso-
lutely no bad effects from the use of the cocaine as above, and
I used it very freely.-I am, etc.,

GEORGE BIDIE, F.R.C.S.E.,
Hyderabad, Nov. i7th. Captain I.M.S.

THE LIVERPOOL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS
SOCIETY.

SIR,-Although one cannot but admire the high ideal whiclh
Mr. C. Powell White places before us of the office of the.
pathologist, I am afraid the day is far distant when the
public will pay for the opinion of a pathologist as they now
pay for the opinion of a consulting physician or surgeon. The
patient or his friends ask for the opinion of a physician or.
surgeon, and the service rendered is primarily and chiefly in
the interests of the patient. On the other hand, the opinion
of the pathologist is chiefly for the guidance of the prac-
titioner.
Mr. White says it should not be possible for a surgeon who

receives a large fee for removing a tumour to obtain a report
as to its nature for half a crown or less. This does seem an
injustice, but the abuse may not be so real as apparent, for.
the surgeon who is in the position of receiving a large fee is
oftener than not attached to a school or hospital where he can
can have his specimens examined for nothing, the different,
departments rendering seivices to one another.
Such an association as the Liverpool Pathological Diagnosis

Society should be of distinct service to the mass of our pro,.
fession, who must accept small fees, for the best of all
reasons.-I am, etc.,
Leds, Dec. zoth. GORDON SHARP.


